The True Vine

John 15:1-17

CHRIST is the vine

_______ as the vine [Psalm 80]

· Planted: 8 You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it.
· Pampered:  9 You cleared the ground for it; it took deep root and filled the land.
· Productive:  10 The mountains were covered with its shade, the mighty cedars with its branches. 11 It sent out its branches to the sea and its shoots to the River.
· Plundered:  12 Why then have you broken down its walls, so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit? 13 The boar from the forest ravages it, and all that move in the field feed on it.  16 They have burned it with fire;
· Plaintive: 14 Turn again, O God of hosts! Look down from heaven, and see; have regard for this vine, 15 the stock that your right hand planted, and for the son whom you made strong for yourself. they have cut it down; may they perish at the rebuke of your face! 17 But let your hand be on the man of your right hand, the son of man whom you have made strong for yourself! 18 Then we shall not turn back from you; give us life, and we will call upon your name! 19 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts! let your face shine, that we may be saved!
Christ as the _____ Vine

· A challenge to Israel’s ________
· A contrast to Israel’s __________
· An answer to Israel’s ______
· The Fulfillment of the Father’s _____
The FATHER is the gardener

· He _____ for the vine: John 15:10 10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love.
· He ___ ___ the dead wood: John 15:2 2 Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
· He _______ the branches: John 15:2
· Already clean through the Word: John 15:3 3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you.
· Process needs to be continual
The DISCIPLES are the _________
· The Vine exists to _____ fruit [Ezekiel 15]  
no fruit – fruit – more fruit – much fruit
· Fruit – external _______: Matthew 3:8 8 Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.
· Fruit – ________ performance: Galatians 5:22-23 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.
· The branches exist as a ______ to this end
· This is ___ optional
· You are the branches [v.5]
· You were chosen for this purpose [v. 16]
· This is not _______
· Pruning for the productive
· Unacceptability of the unfruitful
· This is not _________
· Independence leads to barrenness [v.4]
· Dependence is the key to fruitfulness [v. 7]
· Dependence involves personal relationship ‘in Me’
· Dependence involves practical obedience – ‘My words’
· Dependence involves prayerful contact – ‘ask whatever’
· This is not ________
· This kind of fruit lasts [v 16]
· This fruit glorifies God [v. 8]
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