The Incomparable Christ: “Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord”      Philippians 2:9-11

____ is Jesus Christ? _______ did He come from? ___ did He come? And what ____________ does His coming make in my life? 
 

“I believe … in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.” 

This clause from the Creed contains four statements: 
·	I believe in __________.
·	I believe He is the _________.
·	I believe He is God’s only ____.
·	I believe He is the _______.

IXTHUS. Those letters were an acrostic for four of the words found in this phrase of the Creed:
The letter I is the first letter of “_______” in Greek.
The letter X is the first letter of “________” in Greek.
The letters TH stand for the first letter of “___” in Greek.
The letter U is the first letter of “___” in Greek.
The letter S is the first letter of “________” in Greek.

So the word IXTHUS (and the fish symbol) stood as shorthand for:    Jesus Christ, God’s Son, our Savior.


I.	He is the ________

When we say we believe in Jesus, we mean that He was fully human and yet fully divine—a man like us yet a man who possessed the very attributes of God Himself. He was the ___-___. 

II.	He is the _________
The word “Christ” comes from a Greek word that itself comes from a Hebrew word that means “the _________ one.” We often translate it as “the _________.” 

___ Testament—Anticipation
__________—Incarnation
____—Proclamation
___________—Explanation
______________—Consummation

The Old Testament says, “He is ______!” The Gospels say, “He is ____!” The book of Acts says, “He ___ come!” The Epistles say, “He is ______!” Revelation says, “He is coming _____!”

The Old Testament contains many promises of His coming:
1)	He will be the “seed of the woman” – Genesis 3:15
2)	He will be a descendant of Shem – Genesis 9:26
3)	He will be a descendant of Abraham – Genesis 12:2-3
4)	He will be a descendant of Isaac – Genesis 22:18
5)	He will be a descendant of Jacob – Genesis 28:14
6)	He will come from the tribe of Judah – Genesis 49:10
7)	He will be a descendant of David – II Samuel 7:11-16
8)	He will be born of a virgin – Isaiah 7:14
9)	He will be born in Bethlehem – Micah 5:2

III.	He is God’s _____ Son

This phrase speaks of His __________ to God the Father. 

To call Jesus “God’s only Son” means that He shares the same essential ________ as the Father. 

IV.	He is our ______
The final title given to Jesus relates to you and me. He is “___ Lord.” 

The Greek word is kurios. Its basic meaning is “________ ruler.” To call Jesus “Lord” means that He is sovereign over the entire universe, and He has the _____ of sovereign rule over you and me. Romans 10:9 says that “if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” 

That is why the Lordship of Christ matters so much. To call Him “Lord” means that we surrender all we have to Him, and we follow Him gladly ___________ He leads, _________ it costs.

Who is Jesus Christ? 
He is the Savior!
He is the Messiah!
He is God’s Only Son!
He is our Lord!

What shall we say about all of this?
First, that it is biblical.
Second, that it is historic.
Third, that it is true.
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